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Preventing falls from quarry faces

Guidance Note  

March 2011 

Background
Extracting rock, sand, gravel and recycling from quarry faces 
puts workers and equipment at risk of falling over the edge. 

As an employer, you must review tasks and identify any risks 
to workers, particularly of falling. Tasks to be reviewed may 
include bench preparation, drilling, charging blasts, clean up, 
loading and hauling.

You must then select and implement suitable control measures 
to eliminate or reduce the risks. These must be reviewed 
and maintained to ensure they are effective.

Controlling the risks

If possible, consider relocating tasks away from the edge of 
the quarry face. If access is required, physically restrict access 
to edges. 

Bunds are preferable to other less substantial barriers but 
bunds may hide cracks or signs of instability along the edge 
of quarry faces. Bunds should be:

• constructed only after inspection of the quarry face area 
below. Faces need to be inspected for faults, change in 
appearance, loose surface, evidence of falling rocks, water 
seepage, joints and cracks

• constructed a metre or two from the edge where possible 
so any cracks or deterioration of the edge can be seen

• constructed of solid materials that are not easily shifted if 
contact is made by mobile machinery or equipment. Solid 
materials should be made of smaller materials so workers 
nearby or below the face are not at risk of injuries if part 
of the bund becomes dislodged over the edge of the 
quarry face

• regularly inspected and maintained. 

For pedestrians and shot-firing activities only, bunds should 
be a minimum height of one metre and constructed from a 
suitable material to avoid trip hazards.

For mobile equipment, bunds should not be less than half 
the height of the wheel of the largest vehicle operating near 
the quarry face to stop it driving over the edge.

If it is not reasonably practicable to install bunds, other physical 
fall prevention barriers such as guard railing should be used. 
If the guard railing is installed close to a quarry face, the risk 

of falls during the erection and dismantling of the guard 
railing must be identified and controlled. 

If it is not reasonably practicable to install a physical fall 
prevention device (eg before blasting or due to the set-up 
of a drill), limit working positions. This can include using a 
travel restraint such as a harness connected at a fixed point 
(eg fixed equipment) to prevent workers approaching the 
edge.  

Workers must be trained in the appropriate selection and 
use of harnesses before starting work. Ensure workers are 
closely supervised until assessed as competent.  

Other factors to consider

When developing and implementing a site safety 
management plan, employers should: 

• review and document how all tasks are undertaken to 
establish the hazards and risks. This includes reviewing 
and documenting risk control measures if there are any 
changes to the work process

• use the appropriate equipment or machinery for the task

• ensure workers are adequately trained and experienced

• use bunting or para-webbing to identify a two-metre 
clear zone away from the top edge if there is a worksite 
near a face 

• ensure any worksite surface is clear of obstacles and 
rubble that may trip workers. Fine material can be spread 
to level out rough surfaces or uneven ground

• ensure equipment is set up in a stable manner on hard, 
level ground within working radius

• where possible, position equipment so it is facing any 
quarry face edge to reduce the need to manoeuvre when 
it is close to the edge

• establish exclusion zones using signs and/or earth barriers 
when access is not required or is restricted to areas of 
the quarry face 

• develop a site-specific traffic management plan with 
directions of travel and site safety rules for accessing 
and operating equipment on and near benches
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This information sheet provides advice for employers on how to control the risk of falls from active or inactive 
quarry faces. 
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Note: This guidance material has been prepared using the best information 
available to the Victorian WorkCover Authority and should be used for general 
use only.  Any information about legislative obligations or responsibilities 
included in this material is only applicable to the circumstances described in 
the material.  You should always check the legislation referred to in this 
material and make your own judgement about what action you may need to 
take to ensure you have complied with the law.  Accordingly, the Victorian 
WorkCover Authority cannot be held responsible and extends no warranties 
as to the suitability of the information for your specific circumstances; or 
actions taken by third parties as a result of information contained in the 
guidance material.

Further information
Contact the WorkSafe Victoria Advisory Service on  
1800 136 089 or go to worksafe.vic.gov.au

Compliance Code – Prevention of falls in general 
construction

• ensure workers and other people accessing the worksite 
are inducted and, where applicable, trained in the control 
measures to reduce the risk of falls from quarry faces

• ensure water is allowed to run off benches. Water should 
be directed through drains away from bench floors and 
low spots should be filled to prevent puddles 

• ensure there is clear communication between workers.


